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Take A Break
We all need a break every now and
then. It gives us a chance to put our
lives in perspective and relax.
Admittedly the actual going away
can mean more pressure with travel
plans and holiday details to sort out
before the packing and journey. But
for many even the thought and hope
of a holiday is uplifting and some
enjoy the choosing and looking
forward almost as much as the
holiday itself! For myself it is the last few days before departure that
are stressful as final arrangements need to be made: ‘clearing the desk’,
cancelling the milk, remembering passports & phone charger, ensuring
the cat will be fed etc.
But then one can leave the usual responsibilities and anxieties of life
behind. Whether it is a taxi to the airport or a journey down to the West
Country, that wonderful peace of ‘time out’ begins. Of course there is
interest in whatever unfolds – hazards of traffic, conversations with
strangers, changing landscape, unfamiliar food and the quality of the
campsite or hotel. But the key is that it is all change from normal. We
adjust to a new pattern of life which changes some of our ingrained
habits. Mostly it is exciting to encounter new situations and
circumstances, while in other ways we are weaned off our usual
addictions to news or TV and ways of doing things. So a break from
‘normal’ can release us from ways of life that can hold us down. It may
inspire us to do things differently and more creatively as we see how
other people and different cultures manage their lives and relationships.
Sometimes we are glad we don’t do things their way!
The Bible gives Christians the prescription of one day a week spent not
in work, but in rest and worship of God. So a ‘mini-break’ is already
part of the divine plan to enjoy life to the full. But in our more affluent,
mobile and stressful society it is not surprising we value a longer
holiday (Holy Day) also. How important it is for families to get to
know each other better and enjoy experiences in common. Perhaps it is
natural to choose a time away that suits our interests. Architecture and
castles, volcanoes and cycling, warm weather and eating out, music and
crowds, seaside and surfing, exotic cuisine and exploring – the list is
endless. And sadly it is possible to become so professional a tourist that
one can go on holiday and fail to have a holiday at all!
Continued overleaf

Take A Break
Continued from page 1
How vital it is to remember that ‘times of refreshing’ come from the Lord (Acts 3 v19). One of the
benefits of a break is the chance to listen to new voices and hear the whisper of God’s spirit which is so
easily drowned in the rush and bustle of daily business. Be sure, if you are fortunate enough to have a
decent holiday break, that you also open your life to God’s refreshing grace.
Hugh Symes-Thompson

Hulcote Fete & Church Flowers – 8th July
You may well have seen the advertising scarecrows:
the Hulcote & Salford Village Fete on Saturday 8th
July from 12 noon - 4.00pm will be held in the field
leading up to Hulcote Church. It was a wonderful
occasion last summer and so we hope for a repeat of
the sunshine and happy scenes again this year with
children’s maypole dancing, cream teas, coconut
shy, etc. Once more St Nicholas Church, Hulcote,
will be open so that the history and beauty of this
‘hidden gem’ can be better known and appreciated.
All are welcome.

Finding Hope after Manchester
This was written in the immediate aftermath of the horrific
bomb blast in Manchester, and the murder and maiming
of so many people, especially the young. At times such
as this, most ask the question: ‘Where is hope?’ Amidst
this reminder of the capacity of human beings for evil,
hope seems elusive and absent.
Yet, without in any way diminishing the reality and
awfulness of the suicide bombing, I believe we can see
hope. It is the hope, expressed in so many ways, that our
response must not be to be distracted into that fear that
divides us from our neighbour, but rather we must
continue to live our lives with generosity and love for
others. The aim of terrorists is to diminish us, to make us
fearful of one another. The way in which the people of
Manchester have refused to be captive to fear overcomes
this threat.
It is the hope of small acts of kindness. It is the hope
expressed by vigils in Manchester and across the country
(such as the one I participated in in Luton) where people
of all faiths and none came together.

A Prayer for Manchester
and London
After recent terrorist attacks and the
fire disaster:
O Lord our God, source of all
goodness and love,
accept the fervent prayers of your
people;
in the multitude of your mercies
look with compassion upon all who
turn to you for help;
for you are gracious, O lover of
souls,
and to you we give glory,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
now and for ever. Amen

It is the hope of which St Paul writes in his letter to the Romans. His conviction that “neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord” (Romans 8:38f). The hope that is love; God’s narrative for his creation. The massacre at the end
of that Ariana Grande concert is narrative of hatred and evil. But that is never the story that endures.
Rather it is God’s story of love that always wins through; that divine love that always overcomes hate.

+Richard Bedford

DIARY FOR AUGUST 2017
Day

Time

Service/Event

Venue

Monday 31st July
– Friday 4th Aug

10.00am –
11.55am

Watt-a-lot Castle
For 5-11 year olds (Reception – Year 6)

Baptist Church

Monday 1st

3.00pm

Visiting Bellringers

Cranfield Church

Tuesday 2nd

7.30pm

“Sounds Familiar” (and every Tuesday)

Baptist Church

Thursday 3rd

7.30pm

Bellringing Practice (and every Thursday)

Cranfield Church

Friday 4th

1.00pm

Wedding of Daniel Williamson & Stephanie
Rawle

Cranfield Church

Saturday 5th

10am-Noon
2.00pm

Pew Top Sale
Wedding of Lincoln Fortescue & Hannah Ward

Cranfield Church
Hulcote Church

Sunday 6th

8.00am
10.30am

Holy Communion
Morning Service

Cranfield Church
Cranfield Church

Tuesday 8th

12 noon

Wedding of Daniel Young & Ashley Baker

Hulcote Church

Sunday 13th

9.15am
10.30am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Hulcote Church
Cranfield Church

Sunday 20th

8.00am
10.30am

Holy Communion
Family Service with Blessing

Cranfield Church
Cranfield Church

Sunday 27th

9.15am
10.30am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Salford Church
Cranfield Church

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 3rd

8.00am
10.30am

Holy Communion
Morning Service with Baptism

PRAYERS FOR AUGUST
This month, please pray for:
 The residents of Sim Dims and Maltings
Close;
 Holiday Bible clubs;
 Switzerland and Italy;
 Holidaymakers.

Cranfield Church
Cranfield Church

Pew Top Sale
Saturday 5th August 2017
10.00am – 12.00 noon
Cranfield Parish Church
By the Friends of the
Parish Church,
in aid of Church Restoration

DIARY FOR JULY 2017
Day

Time

Sunday 2nd

Service/Event

Venue

10.30am

No 8.00am Holy Communion this Sunday
Morning Service

Cranfield Church

Monday 3rd

2.00pm

Holywell Faith Tour Visit

Cranfield Church

Tuesday 4th

7.30pm

“Sounds Familiar” (and every Tuesday)

Baptist Church

Thursday 6th

7.30pm

Bellringing Practice (and every Thursday)

Cranfield Church

Saturday 8th

12-4pm
7.15p

Salford & Hulcote Village Fete
Sounds Familiar Concert

Hulcote Church
Village Hall

Sunday 9th

9.15am
10.30am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Hulcote Church
Cranfield Church

Tuesday 11th

7.00pm

Holywell Thanksgiving Service

Cranfield Church

Thursday 13th

10.40am

Bible Study (and Thursdays to 27th July)

Rectory

Saturday 15th

7.30pm

Summer Concert – Manor House String
Quartet

Cranfield Church

Sunday 16th

8.00am
10.30am
12 noon

Holy Communion
Family Service with Baptisms
Friends of the Church AGM?

Cranfield Church
Cranfield Church
Cranfield Church

Monday 17th

10.00am
2.15pm
7.45pm

Academy Year 4 Leavers’ Service
Holywell Desert Island Wedding
PCC Meeting

Cranfield Church
Cranfield Church
Church Room

Sunday 23rd

9.15am
10.30am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Salford Church
Cranfield Church

Sunday 30th

8.00am
10.30am

Holy Communion
Main Morning Service

Cranfield Church
Cranfield Church

Watt-a-lot Castle
For 5-11 year olds (Reception – Year 6)

Baptist Church

Monday 31st –
10.00am –
Friday 4th August 11.55am
MOTTO 2017

“ I am here with good news for you ” Luke 2 v10

PRAYERS FOR JULY
This month, please pray for:
 The residents of Merchant Lane and
Oak Barn Close;
 New housing and new neighbours;
 Spain and Portugal;
 The sick and those in hospital.

Watt-a-lot-castle Holiday Club
CRANFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH
Mon 31st July – Fri 4th August
10.00 – 11.55am
Reception to Year 6

ADMISSION FREE
Ring Nicky Billington Tel: 07960 002366

